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Interpretation

We were unable to get interpretation for tonight’s 
meeting.

We will meet with any families that would like a follow 
up and offer interpretation. 



What is the policy and what are 
our recommendations?



Policy passed March 24, 2026

● Next year, all SFUSD 8th graders will be enrolled in Math 8.
● Next year, SFUSD is offering Algebra 1 as an elective 

class for 8th graders.  
● If you choose to take Algebra in middle school, you also 

must take Math 8 at the same time. 
● You can also wait to take Algebra 1 in high school with no 

negative impact.
● Some students who meet academic criteria will be able to 

take Algebra as their only math course.



● Taking Algebra means that you will have 2 math classes, 
7 classes total, and your school day will start at 8:40 
AM. This would be your schedule for the year.

● You will still have your elective class regardless of your 
math coursework (arts classes, AVID, Spire reading 
etc.).

What does this all mean for a rising 8th grade 
student at APG?



Our Recommendation

We recommend every student take Math 8 or Expanded 
Math (Math 8 and Algebra 1 at the same time).  Every 
middle school and K - 8 prinicpal, including Mr. Schoeman, 
wrote an open letter to the Board of Education advocating for 
this to support the mathematical development of students.  In 
this letter they referred to the Stanford Study that showed not 
skipping Math 8 better prepares students for more advanced 
mathematics, including Algebra 1. 82% of math teachers 
surveyed also recommend Math 8 for students.




Learning Gaps

Skips 8 units of 
foundational math, 
potentially leaving 
students unprepared 
for Algebra II and 
Geometry.


Research Findings

Stanford study shows 
a significant drop in 
SBAC scores and a 
higher likelihood of 
retaking Algebra I in 
9th grade.


Student Experience

Administrators report 
students often struggle 
with confidence, 
nervousness, and 
perceived learning 
gaps.

Why Should I Take Math 8?
Choosing to 'opt out' of Math 8 is skipping a standard middle school 
course and is not recommended.

Note: Foundational  units include linear equations, geometric transformations, Pythagorean Theorem, and ratios.



What is the math content?



Math 8 and Algebra 1

● Math 8 is a foundational math course before Algebra 
1 that focuses on linear functions, equations, 
geometry including the Pythagorean Theorem, and 
bivariate data.

● Algebra 1 is a foundational high school math course 
that focuses on systems of linear equations, 
quadratic equations, exponential relationships, and 
inequalities.



What does our data show us?



APG 8th Gr Cohort SBAC 24-25

7th 23 - 24 >> 8th 24 - 25



What are the implications for 
Lowell applications?



Lowell Band 1 Admissions 2026 - 2027

BAND 1 admission is based on:

● The applicant’s grades in English, Math, Social Studies, 
and Science for the entire 7th grade year, and the first 
semester of 8th grade

● The applicant’s scores from the reading and Math 
portions of the 8th grade STAR Winter Assessment of 
Janurary 2026

The total possible score for Band 1 is 89 points.  The 
2026 - 2027 cut-off score for Band 1 is 82.5 points.



Lowell Points Based on Grades

SEMESTER MAX 
POINTS

SCALE USED: POINTS FOR EACH 
SUBJECT: MATH, ELA, SCIENCE, 
HISTORY / SOCIAL STUDIES

1st sem 7th 16 A = 4; B = 3; C = 2; D = 1

2nd sem 7th 16 A = 4; B = 3; C = 2; D = 1

1st sem 8th 32 A = 8; B = 6; C = 4; D = 2



Summary of Implications:  
Lowell admissions for the 2025 - 2026 school year

To reach 82.5 points last year (Cut off for Automatic 
Enrollment)
● With All A’s in core classes Max 64 points
● You still needed 18.5 from STAR scale scores from ELA 

and Math (12.5 max points per subject test)
Across the district, students who took Math 8 and Algebra 1 
performed higher on the STAR tests, and were more likely 
to be admitted via Band 1. 



25-26 Lowell Points Distribution
Based on 8th grade STAR Assessment



Lowell Admissions
- Multiple academic 
criteria are used as 
part of the Lowell 
admissions process

- Bands (qualification 
methods) are used 
based on a points 
system

- The higher a 
student’s 8th Grade 
Winter Star Math 
scaled score, the more 
points they are 
assigned
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Standard Secondary Math 
Sequence 
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6th Grade

Middle School

8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade11th Grade9th Grade7th Grade

High School

Math 6 Math 7 Math 8 Algebra I Geometry Algebra II
Available 
Courses: 

Pre- 
Calculus

Data 
Science

Probability 
& Statistics

Dual 
Enrollment



Acceleration Opportunities 19

6th Grade

Middle School

8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade11th Grade9th Grade7th Grade

High School

Math 6 Math 7 Math 8

Algebra I

Geometry Algebra II Pre-CalcOption 2

Option 3 Math 6 Math 7 Math 8 Algebra I Algebra II

Summer Geometry

Pre-Calc

Option 4 Math 6 Math 7 Math 8 Algebra I Geometry Algebra II & 
Pre-Calc 

Compression

Available 
Courses: 

AP 
Statistics

AP 
Calculus

Data 
Science

Probability 
& Statistics

Dual 
Enrollment

Option 1
(Pilot)

Math 6/Math 7 
Compression

Algebra I Geometry Algebra II Pre-CalcMath 7/Math 8 
Compression



Sample Additional Acceleration Pathway 20

6th Grade

Middle School

8th Grade 10th Grade 12th Grade11th Grade9th Grade7th Grade

High School

Math 8

Algebra I

Combining 
Option 1 
and 
Option 2

Math 6 Math 7 Algebra II Pre-Calc

Summer 
Geometry

Available Courses: 

AP Statistics

AP Calculus

Data Science

Probability & Statistics

Dual Enrollment



What’s the importance of Calculus? Do I need it? 

You do not NEED Calculus in high school to be successful. 
You also do not NEED Algebra in 8th grade to be successful.
These are choices you CAN make if you love math, have a 
strong work ethic, and want to pursue a STEM field. 

● Advanced math coursework in high school include AP 
Statistics and AP Calculus.  

● If you change your mind in high school, you will still have 
time in high school and college.



Remember: 
● Make sure to make an informed decision for 

yourself. 
● Talk to your family.
● There are many paths for success.
● If you choose zero period / 2 math classes, 

your day will start at 8:40. You cannot drop one 
of the classes; this will be your schedule for the 
year.



Additional Considerations

● Language Programs - Offer 8th gr 
7:40-8:40

● Lowell will take the highest grade if taking 
2 math classes

● Zero period classes (not necessarily 
math)



● All 8th grade students will be enrolled in Math 8.
● If you ARE eligible for Algebra 1, you will be enrolled.  

But you can OPT-OUT of Algebra 1.  
● If you ARE NOT eligible for Algebra 1, you will be be 

enrolled in Math 8 as your only math course.  But you 
can OPT-IN to Algebra 1 as a second math course.

● Some students who are academically eligible will be able 
to take Algebra 1 as their only math course. This 
requires a meeting with counselors and “informed 
consent.”

Next Steps & How to Enroll



Additional Slides for Families



SUMMARY OF STANFORD 
RESEARCH FINDINGS

Algebra I as Elective
Students took both Math 8 and Algebra I

Impact at the end of 8th 
grade last year

These students made large gains in math 
proficiency on the state assessment at the end 
of the 8th grade year.

Impact on students who 
were less well-prepared 
for Algebra I

Students who opted in to Algebra I without 
meeting the minimum criteria still made 
meaningful progress/gains on the state 
assessment.

Impact during 9th grade 
thus far

These students continue to excel in high 
school math, showing high performance on the 
district assessment in the fall.
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●



Mathematics in Grade 8
Student placement determined by a combination of academic criteria and family choice

School Model Math Course Options Placement

Expanded Math Schools
(19 schools)

Expanded Math 
(Math 8 & Algebra 1 concurrently)

● Auto enrollment: Meets criteria            
○ Gr 6 SBAC Math proficiency and 
○ Fall Math grade of C or higher

● Opt-In:  Elects to enroll

Math 8 ONLY ● Default: Does not meet Expanded Math 
Auto Enrollment criteria

● Opt-Out: Opts out of Expanded Math

Algebra 1 ONLY
(Opting out of Math 8)

● Meets “Academic Eligibility Criteria”
● Counselor meeting + parent/guardian 

consent

Pilot Braided Compression 
Schools
(2 schools)

Algebra 1 Compression, SY26-27
(Math 8 + Algebra 1 in one course)

● All students enrolled



Context / 
Rationale

● Board Policy 6152.1 (“Math Placement Policy”) allows 
students meeting academic eligibility criteria to skip 
Math 8 and enroll only in Algebra 1 in 8th grade, rather 
than taking both courses concurrently (Expanded Math).

● Students must meet with a counselor and obtain 
parent/guardian consent prior to enrollment.

Academic 
Eligibility 
Criteria 
Parameters

● Demonstrated Readiness: Meets district-defined 
proficiency thresholds indicating Algebra 1 readiness and 
likelihood of not repeating Algebra 1 in Grade 9

● Qualifying Assessments: Based on either the “last 
administered” SBAC or Star Math results 

How Could a Student Opt Out of Math 8?
Student placement determined by a combination of academic criteria and family choice



Course 
Enrollment 

30Expanded Math
● Algebra I

○ Students will be automatically enrolled in the Expanded Math 

Algebra I course if they meet minimum criteria 

■ Proficient or above on 6th Grade Math SBAC

■ “C” or above in fall semester of 7th grade math

○ Students may elect to “opt out” of this course if they choose 

○ Students not automatically enrolled may “opt in” to the Expanded 

Math Algebra I course if desired

● Math 8 
○ Students who demonstrate readiness may have the option to skip 

Math 8 and enroll directly in Algebra 1, rather than taking both 
courses in the same year. 

○ Students who meet the academic threshold will meet with their 

guidance counselor, and families will make an informed decision 

before providing consent. 

Compression
● All students at compression school sites will be enrolled in a 

compression course in 6th, 7th and Algebra I in 8th grade. 



California Common Core 
Math 8 Standards

*Link to State Standards



California Common Core 
Algebra I Standards

*Link to State Standards



Family Options 
Considerations 
and Guidance

33Expanded Math Options

Algebra I - Opt IN

Students not automatically enrolled may “opt in” to the 
Expanded Math Algebra I course if desired

Some considerations:

● Students close to the threshold for automatic enrollment 
may be successful in Expanded Math.

● Does your student enjoy mathematics and have 
mathematical skills and understanding? 

● Is your student someone who will stick with a math 
problem and try to solve it?

● Will your student spend additional time working on 
homework to understand the math they are learning? 
(NCTM)



Family Options 
Considerations 
and Guidance
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Expanded Math Options

Algebra I - Opt OUT

Students may elect to “opt out” of this course if they choose 

Some considerations:

● This is not the only math acceleration opportunity. There 
are opportunities to accelerate during high school.

● Does your student enjoy math and want to take two 
concurrent math courses?

● Are there electives that your student would like to pursue 
instead?



Family Options 
Considerations 
and Guidance

35Expanded Math Options

Math 8 - Opt OUT  

Students who demonstrate readiness may have the option to 
skip Math 8 and enroll directly in Algebra 1

Students who meet the academic threshold will meet with their 
guidance counselor, and families will make an informed 
decision before providing consent. 

Some considerations:

● Stanford researchers studied the effect of skipping Math 
8 and found:
○ Higher levels of repeating Algebra I in grade 9 

(19.2%) compared with peers who were concurrently 
enrolled in Math 8 and Algebra I in 8th Grade

○ No detectable learning gains on grade-8 state 
assessments



Admissions Language from Elite Universities

Admissions language about Calculus: UC; Harvard; 

Stanford: 
The students who thrive at Stanford are those who are 
genuinely excited about learning, not necessarily those who 
take every single AP, IB, Honors, or Accelerated class just 
because it has that designation. We hope a school’s curriculum 
offers students the opportunity to contribute to the learning 
process and to pursue questions and ideas with energy and 
curiosity.



To Learn More 37

● You may learn more about the research findings that informed this 
policy, view survey results and the implementation plan by school at our 
website. 

● View the SFUSD hosted family webinar from March 23rd  and the 
slidedeck with the Stanford research team findings of the Algebra I pilot 
that was conducted from Fall 2024 - Fall 2025, and family webinar 
about Math in SFUSD from March 5th and the slidedeck available here.


